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Obscure Land Recovery
By Gerald Vizenor
The White Earth Land Recovery Project, a proactive national charitable organization, does not meet
certain standards of charity accountability according
to a Better Business Bureau Wise Giving Report.
The Wise Giving charitable standards report,
issued in September 2009, pointed out that the White
Earth Land Recovery Project, or WELRP, does not
meet the basic standards of financial statements
“because it states it does not have audited financial
statements for the past fiscal year.”
Moreover, the report indicated that the organization does not meet the recommended standards of
“information for charity websites that solicit donations,” does not “include a list” of the “board of directors, and does not include the recommended financial
information” in the annual report, or on a website disclosure.
WELRP does not provide “electronic access,” a
standard practice of charitable website disclosures, to
the “most recent” Form 990 of the Internal Revenue
Service, a federal report by certain nonprofit organizations except from income tax. The annual report is
a public document.
The White Earth Land Recovery Project was
founded in 1989 by Winona LaDuke. The nonprofit
organization is independent and is not associated or
obligated in any way to the citizens or the elected government of the White Earth Reservation. The stated
purpose of the organization is to “facilitate the recovery of the original land base of the White Earth Indian
Reservation while preserving and restoring traditional
practices of sound land stewardship, language fluency, community development and strengthening our
spiritual and cultural heritage.” These are noteworthy
objectives, but the website reports by the charitable
organization do not reveal the actual “recovery of the
original land base” of the reservation. The reports do
not reveal the recovery of any land on or near the
White Earth Reservation.
The White Earth Land Recovery Project has
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apparently solicited donations for more than 20 years
to “facilitate the recovery” of land on the reservation.
The annual grants and contributions to the organization have been disbursed for education, cultural programs, retreats, the economic development and security of wild rice, and other purposes. The total annual program expenses for the year ending December
31, 2007, for instance, were more than a million dollars.
WELRP declared a total income of $1,858,196
for the fiscal year 2007, according to a financial evaluation by the Better Business Bureau Wise Giving
Report. The assessment of revenue and expenditures
was based on information provided by WELRP on
Form 990, a public document, to the Internal Revenue
Service. The financial information that follows is
based on the WELRP financial report for the fiscal
year 2007:
2007 SOURCE OF FUNDS:
Direct Public Support
Government Contributions
Gross Profit from Sale of Inventory
Other Revenue
TOTAL INCOME

$1,341,227
$325,237
$186,071
$5,660
$1,858,195

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL EXPENSES:
Programs
84 percent
Fund Raising
7 percent
Administration 9 percent
Total Income
Program Expenses
Fund Raising Expenses
Administrative Expenses

$1,858,195
$1,068,400
$94,860
$121,397

TOTAL EXPENSES

$1,284,657

INCOME IN EXCESS OF EXPENSES

White Earth Reservation
Food Distribution
2205 271st Ave., Mahnomen, MN 56557
Hwy #200 - 13 miles east of Mahnomen

WHO MAY BE ELIGIBLE:
All persons residing within the White Earth Reservation boundaries, as well as any person enrolled in a federally recognized
Indian tribe residing near the reservation boundaries.
Enrollment must be verified. Food Distribution is an alternative to SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program).
Eligibility requirements: Effective Oct. 1, 2010
Household Size
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Monthly Income Limit
$1,045
$1,357
$1,668
$1,991
$2,329
$2,666
$2,978
$3,290

Each additional member add $312

$573,539

The White Earth Land Recovery Project website
Annual Report for 2007 presents two graphic pie
charts that show only the annual percentages of
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White Earth Welcomes New Bemidji State President

Household resource limit: - (i.e., cash on hand, checking
and savings accounts, stocks, bonds, saving certificates or
other negotiable/accessible certificates.)
a. $3,000 for all households with two or more members if
one member is 60 years or older.
b. $3,000 for households with disabled member.
b. $2,000 for all other households, including all one member households.
Documentation must be verified for all household
members when applying for USDA foods:
a. Address - must verify residency
b. Income - most current taxes, check stubs, etc.
c. Resources - bank savings, checking, CD’s, bonds, etc.
d. Social Security Numbers
e. Tribal ID (if applicable)
Deductions:

 20% deduction from household’s gross earned income
 Actual childcare expenses paid to non-household members
 Legally required child support payments to non-household
members, documentation required
 Medicare, Part B (Medical Insurance) and Part D
(Prescription Drug Coverage Premiums)
Office hours
Monday - Friday
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Distribution hours
Monday - Thursday
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Lunch
Noon to 1 p.m.

No distribution Fridays & last 2 workdays (inventory)

Phone: 218-935-2233  Fax: 218-935-2235
All applications considered without regard to race, color, sex,
age, handicap, religion, national origin or political belief.

Photo by Gary W. Padrta

White Earth Chairwoman Erma J. Vizenor welcomed the new president of Bemidji State University
(BSU) Dr. Richard Hanson, right, and the executive director of BSUs American Indian Resource
Center Dr. Donald Day. They discussed the importance of American Indian education at BSU.
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Keenie’s Korner
Holiday Survival Tips
Cold weather, comfort foods, Thanksgiving,
Christmas parties... The list can go on and on. Here
are some suggestions to keep the pounds from coming on and on.
1. Eat a light, low fat snack such as soup, fruit or cereal before going to a party.
2. Limit your alcohol, enjoy one or two drinks and
avoid the ones with cream added.
3. Bring a low fat holiday dish to the party and leave
the leftovers.
4. Bake a small amount of holiday goodies this year.
Spread out the treats over the year instead of all at one
time.
5. Try to eat a large salad before most meals. Make
your veggies take up most of your plate.
6. Lower your calories in your holiday treats by using
less fat, sugar and cheese in your recipes.
7. Make a goal with a friend to lose 5 pounds or maintain your weight during the holidays.
8. Too much food and too little exercise will cause
you to gain weight, so limit food intake and exercise
30 minutes a day.
9. Try to be more active.
10. Spending time with family and friends being
active and having fun that is what the holiday days are
about.
Beware of solid fats and added sugar
Common sources of solid fats are pizza, grain
desserts, whole milk, regular cheese and fatty meats.
Common sources of added sugar are soda, fruit
drinks, grain desserts, dairy desserts and candy.
USDA “SNAP” PROGRAM
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program)
Colleen Blattenbauer
Phone: 1-218-983-3286 Ext. 1395

Thank You
To whom it may concern,
My name is Dawn Renae Gafkjen and I am the daughter of Barbara Lee Gafkjen. I am in a genealogy class at the
University of Minnesota Morris and I am searching for
information about my great-great-great grandmother
Theresa Sexson Smith. I have reached the family of
Theresa Smith but would like to find the name of her parents. I would great appreciate any information. You can
reach me at morte126@morris.umn.edu
Migwetch all my relations,
Dawn Gafkjen

Thank You
The Family of Jennie Basswood would like to thank
everyone that brought food for the wake and funeral.
Special thanks to Dani, Masie, Nellie, Rhonda and Debbie
for putting out the food for the wake and funeral, and the
Ojibwe Singers, and White Earth Boyz.
Miigwech
Ken Basswood
Mary Basswood

The next deadline for the AT is Nov. 22
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expenditures. There is no actual financial information in the
report about the amount of income from donations and other
sources, or the specific amount of expenditures. The 25page annual report dedicates only one page of pie charts to
the revenue and expenses of the organization.
The two graphic pie charts represent in nine slices of
colors the percentages of apparent revenue and expenses, but
the slices and percentages are not explained or compared in
the report, and there are no references to actual dollars of
revenue and expenses.
WELRP decided for some reason to present only
obscure percentages on pie charts and to avoid the money
numbers in the website reports for 2007 and 2009. The 2007
website report designates 23 percent for administration, 3
percent for fund raising, 2 percent for land, 10 percent for
environment, and 16 percent for education on the first pie
chart, but not the actual revenue or expenses. The second
pie chart designates 2 percent for fund raising, 1 percent for
administration, 36 percent for native harvest, and 4 percent
for education. None of these categories are discussed or
explained.
The 2007 and 2009 website annual reports do not provide financial information or an explanation of the categorical percentages on the graphic pie charts. The 2007 website
report is an apparent evasion of almost two million dollars in
annual income, but more specific financial information was
required and necessary to complete the annual Form 990 for
the Internal Revenue Service.
Winona LaDuke, the Executive Director of the White
Earth Land Recovery Project, comments on treaty rights, a
wind turbine, a “new crop of heritage corn,” a goat project,
and the destruction of her home by fire, but does not provide
financial information about the annual income, salaries, and
expenses of the organization in the annual website report.
“As I write, I have a home. Many of you know that this
past year was extremely trying for our organization and our

people. It was indeed a perfect storm. This is to say that my
family’s home burned to the ground, several of my senior
staff had to leave for medical reasons, and the demise of
world financial markets almost cost our organization, our
financial well being. As I write to you now, I can say that
we have survived. We have changed, we are stronger, more
lean, and soon we hope to be more virtual and versatile, as
this woman and an organization which is founded in the last
millennium begins to move squarely into this millennium,
and the age of Facebook, Twitter, and the internet. We hope
you will join us.”
WELRP presents only selective financial information
about the income and expenses of the nonprofit organization. The income and expenses of the executive director and
the salaries of the employees are not revealed in the two
website reports. The annual reports are elusive, and the
absence of critical financial information creates doubts
about the management of the organization.
The White Earth Land Recovery Project should release
more specific financial information and provide easy access
to website financial disclosures of revenue and expenses,
and the actual salaries of the executive director and other
employees of the organization. The director should also provide electronic access to the most recent Form 990 reports to
the Internal Revenue Service. These annual reports are public documents.
The citizens and elected government of the White Earth
Reservation should demand audited annual reports and more
specific information about the actual number of acres,
parcels, and descriptive sections of land recovered in the
name of the reservation by the White Earth Land Recovery
Project.
Gerald Vizenor is a citizen of the White Earth Nation.
He is a Professor of American Studies at the University of
New Mexico, and a former journalist for the Minneapolis
Tribune.

Obituary
Leona Trautner
Leona Trautner, age 84, of Mahnomen, died Oct. 27 at
Sanford Health in Fargo.
Leona Irene was born on April 10, 1926, to Felix and
Alma (Bisson) Brisbois in rural Mahnomen County. She
grew up in Mahnomen and lived at the boarding house her
senior year until she graduated
from Mahnomen High School.
Her step father, Leonard,
joined the family when Leona
was a just teenager and played
an important part in her life.
Leona married Harvey
Stuvland in 1945 and they
lived in Seattle, where she
worked at the Boeing plant to
support the war effort. She was
a “Rosie the Riveter” and
because of her small size she
could crawl through the fuselage to wire the planes. Leona
met Ed Trautner, while working at the Red Apple Café in
Mahnomen. Leona and Ed were married on Feb. 16, 1949.
They were visited every year by relatives from near and far,
all the way down to great-great-great nieces and nephews
who would come to visit Auntie Leona, especially at the
annual “Roy Lake Rendezvous” on the farm. Leona
worked various other jobs in addition to her “chores” as a
farmer’s wife. She worked at the Roy Lake Lodge and then
for many years at the “Dime Store” in Mahnomen. Leona
enjoyed baking and was known for her caramel rolls, apple
strudel and wedding cakes. Over the years, she baked
countless loaves of bread, cakes and cookies. Leona was
also the neighborhood barber for many years. Ed passed

away in 2005 and Leona continued to live on the farm until
her death. She was always visiting people, having lunch at
the Center, playing bingo, or going to the Casino.
Leona was loved by the neighborhood kids and she
especially loved her second family- the Snobl’s, they call
her “Ma” and Ed was “Pa.” They were always visiting and
helping in good times and bad. Steve Snobl was their
guardian angel, it was his help that made it possible for
them, and later, Leona, to stay on the farm. It didn’t matter
what the time of night or the weather- if they needed helphe was there. Leona’s family is forever grateful to Steve.
Leona is survived by three sons: Louis (Theresa)
Stuvland of Sabin, Minn., Michael (Zita) Trautner of Van
Dyne, Wis., and Bill (Mary) Trautner of Moorhead; four
daughters: Sharon (Gene) Jurgens of Fergus Falls, Renee
(Randy) Dickhaus of Hawley, Paula (Joe) Reichel of
Louisville, Colo., and Jackie (John) Agnew of Sisseton,
S.D.; 19 grandchildren; and 11 great grandchildren; two
brothers, Robert (Michelle) Pawlitschek of Lengby, and
Curtis (Rhonda) Pawlitschek of McIntosh; and her sisterin-law, Felicia Darco of Fort Collins, Colo.; as well as her
Snobl family.
She is preceded in death by her husband, Ed; daughter,
Judy Trautner; her mother, Alma; step father, Leonard;
father, Felix; five sisters: Ora, Babe, Lorraine, Alma and
Fern; and two brothers, Felix Jr. and Glenn.
Mass of Christian burial was held Oct. 30 at the St.
Anne’s Catholic Church in Naytahwaush. Officiants were
Father Dwight Hoeberechts and Father Jerry Orsino.
Interment: St. Anne’s Catholic Cemetery.
Arrangements: Anderson-Mattson Funeral Home
Online: andersonmattson.com

